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Asmall residence is inserted with originality among the houses
overlooking the Brussel-Scheldt Maritime canal that splits the amall
town of Humbeek, part of the municipality of Grimbergen, in the
province of Flemish Brabant in Belgium. In emphasizing the
relationship with the canal, the project of this housze draws upon an
original spatial configuration bazed on the definition of a new
relationship between the inside and outside,

Humbeek Canal House was created to subsfitute a pre-exizting
building and makes the most of the available surface area by
respectfully placing itself within the profile defined by the row of
residential buildings facing the canal, complying to the surrounding
gabled roofacape,

The architect worked on the volume and distribution of space,
emptying part of the original envelope, reversing the program by
placing the living area upstairs and the sleeping areas on the ground
floor, working on a careful redefinition of the boundaries between
indoors and outdoors, The building recedes, resulting in an introverted
facade that iz organized around a new open space created by the
volume subfraction. The project thus determines an unexpected spatial

layout consisting of an entrance courtyard on the ground floor, which

: Canal House Humbeek

acts as a filter between the street and the house, matched by a small
garden at the back of the house. It iz a zort of "Japanesze courtyard”.
The idea is that of a emall zecret garden, to be discovered beyond the
gate that separates it from the road along the canal.

The courtyards alzo help to determine a spatial continuity between the
ground floor and the upper floor, where the living quarters are
arranged. The staircase that can be accessed from the entrance
courtyard leads to the upper floor and unfolds adjacent to the entrance
courtyard, leading to the discovery of the canal view. At this point, the
living room projects and expands to the outside through a terrace that
bring= air and light inside. The relationzhip established between the
interiors, the courtyards and the outdoor spaces helps to define an
ideal connection between the two floors and to give the entire
intervention a spatial continuity that reveals at every turn a new

relationship with the outside,

Location Humbeak, Grimbergen, Belgium  Program Residence  Building area 73re - Gross
floor area 89m2  Design period 2015, 11 Construction period 2020, 2 Completion 2022, 11
Principal architect Giuseppe Farric  Project archtiect Giuseppe Farris - Design team Studio
Farris Architects  Contractor KLOBO  Photographer koen van Damme, Marting Pietropoli
Editor Hyunkyung Goh
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