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Skigard Hytte

Architect: Mork-Ulnes Architects Location: Norway
Completion: 2019
Gross floor area: 145 m2

Photography: Bruce Damonte

Situated nearly one thousand meters above sea level with sweeping  
views of a valley, the cabin was designed by architects Casper  
and Lexie Mork-Ulnes for their family. Their main decision was to  
detach the structure from the terrain to reduce the impact on the site  
to a minimum. A regular grid of 45 cross-laminated timber (CLT) wooden 
columns perched upon the steep hillside allows the grass to grow  
and sheep to walk freely around under the house. These columns are  
clad with skigard, a long and narrow quarter-cut tree log, traditionally  
laid out diagonally as fencing on Norwegian farms. The roof, overgrown 
with native grasses, is a reference to the traditional sod roofs that used  
to be common in rural Scandinavia. While the interior is planned as  
an enfilade of rooms with a central corridor, at the heart is the common  
living, dining, and kitchen area with 6-meter-long floor-to-ceiling glass 
walls inviting the landscape in. Three bedrooms, a sauna, and a guest 
annex complete the programme. 
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Every surface of the house is clad  
in wood – outside this attunes  
the cabin to the natural context,  
and inside, smooth light pine  
paneling creates an intimate feel. 
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